Resource Creation Workgroup

Recommendations for the School of Best Practice

Resource creation includes not only the creation of databases or electronic resources but more basic issues such as what tape recorder to use when going to the field. We believe the School of Best Practice should offer linguists (both less and more experienced ones) information on:

· the collection of data in the field ( what equipment to use—audio, video, types of tapes, etc. (what’s best, what’s good, what does NOT work, what’s best given the researcher’s constraints, what is ideal for each climate, etc.)

· storing the linguistic info in electronic form ( databases, what computer software/programs work best for the researcher’s needs and given the researcher’s constraints—type of data (e.g. lexical, grammatical, etc.), equipment available (e.g. availability of a laptop, Mac or PC, access to web, electricity, etc.)

· creation means creation for both the linguistic community and the native speaker community.  Best Practice includes the easy generation of material in a form that is usable by the local community of speakers.

With that aim in mind, the Resource Creation Group makes the recommendations listed below.

(1) The School of Best Practice should include information on the following topics:

 (a) a list of programs available and generally used for storing linguistic information of various types (lexical, grammatical, etc.), including the following info:

· description of each piece of software/program

· info on how to get it 

· help desk/contact information (i.e. how to get in touch with the help desk, if there is one!)

· helpful hints 

· ratings of each program

(Jeff Good has a nicely organized chart and a very helpful handout that would be excellent starting points. We know he would be delighted to let us use them. They can be found at http://faust.linguistics.berkeley.edu/~jcgood/bifocal/SoftwareDims.html)

  Note that there will always be disagreements about assessments, and caveats that are often based on a single person’s experiences.

  For example, Jeff’s statement that Microsoft Word is “Only useful for production/embellishment of end-state documents” is not strictly true—if you can only get an elder to write in Word because that is the only program s/he is used to using, then it is worth using.  If the choice is between having nothing and having less-than-best-practice, the choice must be to have something.

(b) a list of various types of equipment (e.g. audio, video, etc.) used for gathering data in the field, including the following info:

· groupings according to the type of equipment (e.g. analog recorders, DAT recorders, videocameras, audio tapes, video tapes, DAT tapes, etc.)

· description of each piece of equipment

· a comparative chart

· ratings of each piece of equipment according to relevant categories

· info on how to get it 

· help desk/contact information (i.e. how to get in touch with the help desk, if there is one!)

· helpful hints 

NOTE: It is important that the descriptions and ratings include information about what piece of equipment is best depending on the climate in which the research will be carried out.

(2) have developers and manufacturers keep us up-to-date on updates to the software and equipment listed on the website (it is in their best interest!)

(3) Development of a list of recommendations on what one should have when going to the field (Randy LaPolla generously agreed to put this together. Thank you Randy!)

(4) Very likely there will be a need to coordinate and update the “recommendations” and the ratings as more users, developers and manufacturers send in their information, comments and suggestions. ( Can EMELD do this?

(5) For the School of Best Practice website: it would be helpful to include short/transparent descriptions in  each room so that it is clearer what information each one contains 

