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	Presented by:          
	 Dunstan Brown, Surrey Morphology Group, University of Surrey

	Project / Software Title :       
	 The Archi Dictionary Project

	Project / Software URL: 
	 The url is due to be released in 2007.

	Access / Availability:       
	 A prototype of the Archi dictionary is being demonstrated. A CD and 

 web version will be publicly available by the end of the project in 2007. 

	Description: 
	


	Our purpose is to create a dictionary of Archi, a language spoken in one village of a remote mountain region in Daghestan. Archi is remarkable both for linguistic reasons, and in terms of its cultural setting. Its morphological system strains credibility by the size of its paradigms (Kibrik calculates that a verb can have 1,502,839 forms), and the stems tend to pattern irregularly. Speakers of Archi are almost exclusively first-language speakers, and intermarriage is rare. The culture of the Archi is one of the most distinctive and best-preserved cultures of Daghestan. Our goal is to record some of its unique artefacts using technologies that were not available before. Archi was studied in the 1970s and a fine grammatical description was produced (written by Kibrik, Kodzasov, Samedov and collaborators), but there is still a lot to be done on the lexicon. We are producing dictionaries with pictures and soundfiles to meet the needs of speakers and the interests of linguists.

This demonstration will show a prototype of the Archi dictionary, which is designed to be searchable using either English, Russian or Archi. As Archi has a rich phonological inventory we have used IPA extensions to represent certain phonemes. It is intended to replace this system with a Cyrillic representation of Archi, because speakers of the language are more familiar with this alphabet. Creation of the electronic dictionary has posed a number of challenges, practical and theoretical. For instance, we wish to allow linguists to infer the correct forms of the paradigms of the nouns and verbs, so we have to give information about more than one stem, as it is not possible to predict the whole paradigm on the basis of the citation form alone. For example, the oblique case forms of the noun are based on the ergative singular stem. The dictionary can provide information on up to six different forms of the noun, together with associated sound files. Archi has three verb types: dynamic, stative and light. The morphology of light verbs has to be related to that of a corresponding dynamic or stative verb.

The data for the dictionary have been collected by Marina Chumakina and colleagues on a number of field trips and entered into a relational database. The dictionary contains pictures of artefacts where text descriptions are insufficient, as well as sound files for each of the key forms of a lexical item.



