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	Presented by:
	Colin Sprague, University of Chicago

	Project/Software Title:
	Alchemist

	Project/Software URL:
	http://linguistica.uchicago.edu/alchemist.php

	Access/Availability:
	This program is free software; you can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the GNU General Public License as published by the Free Software Foundation; either version 2 of the License, or (at your option) any later version. 

Executables and source may be downloaded for free through The iBridge Network at http://www.ibridgenetwork.org.


Description:

Alchemist is a very efficient tool for parsing words into morphemes and describing the morphemes with glosses and features. Every part of the process is made easier by functions designed to take advantage of generalizations in language and the intended use of the output. Alchemist increases the efficiency of the human researcher and shortens the time of creating grammars, interlinear texts, and dictionaries. 

Alchemist does not make guesses about the structure. Instead, the data are organized so like-patterns appear together, making them easier to see and parse from a word list. Doing so ensures the description will be as reliable as the expert who created it. Alchemist does not remove the human element of language description.

Potential Applications:
· Creating morphological descriptions:

· Grammars

· Interlinear texts

· Dictionaries

· Creating morphological gold standards for measuring performance of computer learning algorithms

State of Development:

 
Alchemist is an open-source project and may only ever be released on an alpha or beta level (i.e. not guaranteed to be stable).


New features in version 3.0 include: 

· Ability to mark overlapping morphemes.

· Ability to mark non-contiguous morphemes (e.g. templatic roots, roots broken by infixes).

· Morpheme features drawn from the General Ontology for Linguistic Description* (GOLD).

· Robust XML output.

· Ability to merge the data with a file to create an interlinear text (simple text interlinearization only in this release).
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